Sandy Town Council



Minutes of a meeting of Sandy Town Council held in the Council Chamber at 10, Cambridge Road, Sandy, Bedfordshire on Monday 2 April 2012 commencing at 7.30 pm.  
	Present:
	Cllrs N Aldis, W Jackson, Mrs S Lunn, K Lynch,
M Pettitt, Mrs M Runchman, D Sharman, M Scott, Mrs S Sutton (Mayor), and G White. 


	 Absent:
	Cllrs J Ali, C Osborne (STC business), R Smith, Mrs J Smyth and Mrs S Stacey


	
	Central Bedfordshire Cllr Mrs Caroline Maudlin was present.  The Town Clerk was in attendance.



	1
	Apologies for absence (1/2012-13)
Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs Ali, Osborne, Smith and Smyth and from Central Bedfordshire Cllr Sheppard. Cllr Stacey’s apologies were later received by the Clerk.


	2
	Declaration of interests (2/2012-13)
(a) Personal Interests
Cllr Lunn item declared an interest in item 12 by way of her involvement with the Co-operative movement.

Cllr Aldis declared an interest in items 10 and 16 as a trustee of the Skate Park.   Cllr Lynch declared an interest in item 19 Tug of War as he was organising this event and in items 10 and 16 as a Trustee of the Skate Park.  Cllr White declared a personal interest in item 19 Tug of War but noted that this was only a personal interest as although he was a member of the carnival committee the event was not being planned by that committee.
(b) Prejudicial Interests

Cllr Pettitt declared a prejudicial interest in planning application 34/12 as the applicant was a personal friend. Cllr Sutton declared a prejudicial interest in planning application 31/12 as the applicant was a close personal friend, opposite neighbour and work colleague.



	3
	Questions from Electors (3/2012-13)
There were no questions from electors.


	4
	Planning applications (4/2012-13)
(Cllr Sutton left the room and took no part in the next item.)
1. CB/12/00940/FULL 48 Bedford Road extension at rear.
It was resolved: to make no objections to the proposed developments because it was suitable for the size of plot and would have no impact on the street scene.

(Cllr Sutton returned to the room.)

2. CB/12/00293/FULL 64 High Road 
It was resolved: to make no objections to the proposed development as the presumption was in favour of sustainable development.  However, the Council noted that access into the site off the A1 had not yet been constructed although it was understood that this must be done before the proposed development was brought fully into use.  Concerns were expressed about increased vehicle movements in Orchard Road and the impact this will have on residents of Beeston.  The proposed retail counter at 65 High Street was also likely to lead to additional vehicle movements and represented an addition to the original development.  The Council proposed to CBC that a condition be placed on the planning application that the proposed vehicular access to the site off the A1 was constructed as soon as possible and before further development was undertaken so as to minimise impact on the local community.  
3. CB/12/01004/FULL Agricultural Barn 21 Tempsford Road

It was resolved: to make no objections to the proposed development as it represented a sustainable development with no adverse implications for the area.
(Cllr Pettitt left room and took no part in the next item.)
4. CB/TCA/12/00071 Works to trees in conservation area, 16 Bedford Road. 

It was resolved: to make no objections to the proposed tree works.

(Cllr Pettitt returned to the room.)
5. CB/12/00915/FULL 1 Laburnum Road Ground floor extension.
It was resolved: to make no objections to this extension which represented a sustainable development with no apparent adverse implications for the community.
6. CB/12/00951/FULL 100 London Road Single Storey rear extension.
It was resolved: to make no objections to this small extension which would have no adverse impact on the street scene.



	5
	Minutes of previous meetings (5/2012-13)

1) It was resolved: to approve the minutes of the meeting of Sandy Town Council held on Monday 5 March 2012 as a correct record of proceedings.
2) It was resolved: to approve the minutes of the meeting of Sandy Town Council held on Monday 19 March 2012 as a correct record of proceedings.


	6
	Mayoral Communications(6/2012-13)
It was resolved: to receive the list of Mayoral engagements as supplied with the agenda. The Mayor particularly noted that the event on 3 March had been a highlight; it had been a great privilege to be with the McMurdo family for the unveiling of the street name in Cllr McMurdo’s honour.  
The Mayor explained she was in the habit of sending letters of congratulations to Sandy residents when appropriate and encouraged members to alert her to worthy achievements when appropriate.   Several letters had been sent recently one to a young man representing England from Biggleswade AC (based in Sandy) and two to the retiring Head teachers at Laburnum School and Robert Peel School.  


	7
	Deputy Mayoral Communications (7/2012-13)
It was resolved: to receive the list of Deputy Mayoral engagements as supplied with the agenda.


	8
	Minutes of Committees (8/2012-13)
1. It was resolved: to receive the minutes from the PP&OS Committee meeting held on 19 March 2012. 
2. It was resolved: to receive the minutes from the Policies Sub-committee meeting held on 22 March 2012 
Council noted a new scheme of delegations which was the result of a lengthy piece of work, by the Policies Sub-committee and which also contained a guide specifying which topics should be referred to which committee.  The new scheme was proposed for the next year and would be reviewed again in time for any changes to be made at the Annual meeting in 2013.  Cllr Scott expressed his strong concern that the scheme of delegations and committee structure included committees of less than 15 members which he believed to be totally wrong and requested a minute confirming that he would always oppose the use of committees as all councillors should be able to vote at all meetings.    
It was resolved: to approve the scheme of delegations and the guide to the scheme of delegations proposed by the Policies sub-committee on 22 March 2012 and to adopt them with effect from the Annual Meeting of the Council in May 2012.  Cllr Scott voted against the motion.

3. It was resolved: to approve the revisions to the burial regulations made by the Policies Sub-committee on 22 March 2012 (copy attached).  


	9
	Wheelers in Sandy (9/2012-13)
A request from a trader to establish a mobile bicycle repair and sales service on Town Council land had been received by the Council and a report circulated to members.
It was resolved: to approve the request from Wheeler’s Outdoor & Indoor Leisure to operate a mobile bicycle repair and sales service from a van on Tuesdays, Thursdays and Saturdays from 10 am to 2 pm.  As a gesture of support no charge would be made for the first month of operation and thereafter charges would be £8 per day (provided the fees were paid monthly in advance).


	10 
	Skate Park Agreement (10/2012-13)
Following the Town Council’s decision to take on management and maintenance of Sandy Skate Park a further report from the Clerk had been circulated in advance of the meeting.  Councillor White was thanked for his assistance in drafting the relevant contract which had been circulated in advance of the meeting.  
It was resolved: to approve a written agreement between Sandy Town Council and Sandy Skate Park Association for the management of Sandy Skate Park for the period from 1 April 2012 to 31 March 2015 (copy in minute book).



	11
	Management of Jenkins Pavilion (11/2012-13)
It was resolved: to defer this item to the next meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee at the request of the Town Clerk.


	12
	Fair Trade Town Status (12/2012-13)
Cllr Lunn noted that 2012 was the international year of the co-operative movement as designated by UN and she encouraged the Council to consider seeking Fair Trade status for Sandy.  A report had been circulated before the meeting and this and a number of questions arising from it were considered.
It was resolved: that Sandy Town Council would become a Fair Trade council and only use fairly traded tea, coffee and other products within 10 Cambridge Road.  
It was resolved: to consult the Town Team and Chamber of Commerce about consideration of Fair Trade status for Sandy.



	13
	Finance (13/2012-13)
a) It was resolved: to approve the accounts for payment
b) It was resolved: to note the financial report on income and expenditure against budget for the year to date 2011/12.


	14
	Sandy Community First (14/2012-13)
A report from the Clerk on behalf of the Sandy Community First Panel had been circulated before the meeting.

It was resolved:  to pool the Sandy Community First funding from central government and the £3,000 of STC funding for community grants so that there would be a single application process for members of the community seeking local funding.  Decisions about the grants to be allocated from the Sandy Town Council funding stream would be made by the Sandy Community First Panel on behalf of the Town Council in line with grant criteria to be approved at a future meeting of the Council.  Applications for grants would be made be at any time and the panel would consider these 6 times per year once the new arrangements were in place.


	15
	Reports from Representatives (15/2012-13)
Report from Central Bedfordshire Councillors

Cllr Maudlin gave a detailed report on the reception by CBC of a petition signed by 212 local residents seeking changes to traffic management in Station Road and New Road.  Mr Stephen Allen was the lead petitioner. The petition had been accepted and noted at CBC’s recent Traffic Management Committee meeting.  Fifteen residents had also visited Cllr Maudlin to discuss their concerns about the junction of New Road and the A1.  She had encouraged them to write to Alistair Burt MP.  
Cllrs Maudlin and Aldis also reported on actions pertaining to the use of Sandy High Street by HGVs, and the possible diversion of these vehicles around the town. It was noted that the mini-roundabout at the junction of Station Road could be removed, a pelican crossing in Station Road had been ruled out but a zebra crossing might be possible if funded by Sandy Town Council. Consideration was to be given to the introduction of a raised table on Station Road which would slow traffic and facilitate a 20 mph zone.
There were no plans for a footpath on the station side of Station Road and no possibility of this road being widened.  The residents’ petition did not demand a footpath on the northern side of the road although Sandy Town Council had been raising this possibility with the principal authorities during the last 15 years.  It was likely that a refresh of the Local Transport Plan would be undertaken and STC might be able to influence this as well as the CBC Ward Councillors.

Changes were planned to the format of the “Let’s talk together meetings” and more information would follow.  
CBC’s Town and Parish Conference would be held on 1 May 2012.  

Stevenage Leisure Ltd would be holding a Leisure Centre Customer Forum on 18 April 2012 at 7 pm.  

Cllr Maudlin drew attention to current CBC consultations including those on adult social care, property accreditation and local lettings policy for rural exception sites. 
A decision on the stopping up of a footpath at Rectory Court, Sandy which was considered at a Traffic Management Committee had been deferred for more information about aspects of community safety.

Reports from Representatives on outside bodies
Cllr Lynch reported that the Sandy Youth Club was going very well and membership now stood at 45 young people.  Cllr Stacey had not been to visit the Youth Club since last summer, although she had visited at Christmas.  

Cllr Aldis reported that the Community Safety Forum had made progress with establishing a speed watch group, vetting forms had been completed and more training was to be arranged.  
Cllr Pettitt reported on his attendance at a Central Bedfordshire Council Development Strategy workshop which had been very informative.     Additional information and a copy of the strategy were available on the CBC website.  
Cllr Lynch noted that the Sandy Place School swimming pool had been filled and would be used during the summer of 2012.  Youth Club swimming sessions would be held but provision was not to be made for elderly people this year as uptake had been poor in 2011.  


	16
	Skate Park (16/2012-13)
This item was withdrawn as the Clerk had already dealt with the matter using delegated powers.  


	17
	Commercial Vehicle Replacement (17/2012-13)
A report prepared by the Deputy Clerk on vehicle options for the future had been circulated before the meeting.  This was discussed in some detail.  Members felt that the report was difficult to follow and was not helpful in the decision making process.  A cost benefit analysis of different options had not been prepared and there was insufficient information about maintenance and repair costs. Purchase of used vehicles had not been included in the options considered in the report although Cllr Scott was able to provide supplementary information about a potential ex demo vehicle currently available at a dealership in Peterborough.  The possibility of using electric vehicles had not been fully explored and members felt that the option of a Kubota vehicle was impractical because of the need to travel on the A1 and the restricted top speed on this vehicle.
It was resolved: to obtain a fuller and clearer report for consideration at the next available opportunity (Finance and General Purposes Committee).  It was noted that replacement of the current vehicles was a matter of some urgency and should not be further delayed.
(Cllr Maudlin made her apologies and left the meeting). 


	18
	Car Boot Sale Request (18/2012-13)
A request from Sandy Town Team to hold car boot sales at the same time as the monthly Sandy Farmers Market was considered and Councillors were keen to support this initiative.
It was resolved: to grant permission to the Town Team to hold a monthly car boot sale in the Town Centre Car Park between 10.30 am and 4 pm on the first Saturday of each month from May to October 2012 inclusive, thereafter the arrangement would be reviewed.  Permission was subject to the following conditions:

1. There would be a maximum of 30 car boots.

2. No trailers would be permitted.

3. The Town Team will be responsible for coning off the area of the car park to be used and for vehicle movements in that area during the car boot sales.

4. The Town Team will be responsible for providing its own insurance and will give the Town Council sight of its risk assessment.

5.  The Town Team will be responsible for leaving the car park in the state in which it was found. 



	19
	Sandy Carnival (19/2012-13)
The Council considered a request from Sandy Carnival for permission to hold a Tug of War at Bedford Road Recreation Ground which had been deferred from the Planning, Parks and Open Spaces meeting on 19 March 2012. The Clerk had been advised by the Carnival Committee that it would not be responsible for the arrangements for this event although it would provide insurance and publicity for the event which was to be organised by Cllr Lynch.  Cllr Lynch indicated that all participants would be children and there should be no risk to the turf as only trainers would be worn.  
It was resolved: to grant permission for the event to take place at Bedford Road Recreation ground provided that:
· Only trainers were worn

· The event did not take place on the football pitch
· The Clerk was provided with a satisfactory risk assessment

· All clearing up was done by the organisers and the area was left in a clean and tidy condition.

(Cllr Lynch left the meeting.)  


	20
	Confidential Item
The Clerk reported on progress with a confidential item of business.  No decisions were taken.  



	21
	Press Release

It was resolved: to issue a press release with information about Fair Trade and the Skate Park.
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